
















70	 www.ryfylke.com

Reisemål Ryfylke

round trips in and outside ryfylke

2. Lysefjord, the classical round trip

Forsand - Lysebotn - Suleskar - Byrkjedal - Lauvvik - Forsand. Around  
120 km, one ferry (must be booked in advance for cars).  

A classical trip which shows the Lysefjord 
to be a gem, the exciting climb and the 
area from Lysebotn and the mountainous 
areas south of the fjord. Unforgettable! 
There is an opportunity for a worth-
while detour to Månafossen waterfall in 
Frafjord. The road to Lysebotn is closed 
during the winter. You can also enjoy this 
scenic route of mountains and fjords by 
touristferry and bus.
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3. Classical Ryfylke in the North

 Sauda - Røldal - Suldalsosen - Sand - Sauda. 142 km, 6-8 hours, 1 ferry.  

Inner Ryfylke, with its many heritage sites, 
its lovely landscape and the exciting 
Røldal road between Sauda and 
Røldal make this trip interesting. 
Sights: Hustveit with Jonegarden farm, 
Åbøbyen (the Åbø town) in Sauda, the 
mines in Allmannajuvet gorge, Salmon 
Studio in Sandsfossen, the Kolbeinstveit 
museum farm near Suldalsvatn lake. See 
Suldalsdampen steamer! Rv 520 is closed 
during the winter (Breiborg-Røldal).

4. The best of Sandsfjorden and the island kingdom

 Sand - Jelsa - Hebnes - Ropeid - Sand. 80 km, 5 hours, 2 ferries. Note: Few 
departures Jelsa - Hebnes.  
From Sand to the gem of Jelsa (Rv 517), through beautiful scenery and agricultural 

countryside, always near the Sandsfjord. 
Jelsa church and fjordside village with a 
school museum. Enjoy the ferry ride to 
Hebnes, known for its impressive Bronze 
Age burial mounds. In the Middle Ages, 
this was a political power centre. A 
scenic drive across the Ropeidhalvøya 
peninsula. Salmon studio in Sands-
fossen. Sandafossen and the old, beauti-
fully restored sloop ”Brødrene af Sand”, 
which is usually moored outside the 
Ryfylke Museum at Sand. Scenic detour: 
extend your ferry ride Jelsa-Hebnes with 
a detour to the beautiful Sjernarøyane 
islands, with their many sheltered coves 
and narrow sounds. 

Hjelmeland
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Rundturar i og utanfor ryfylke

5. Ryfylke with a taste of Hardanger and Haugaland

 Sauda - Røldal - Odda - Åkrafjord - Sauda. About 200 km, 8-10 hours.  

Trunk road Rv 520 takes you across 
the exciting Røldal mountain (highest 
elevation 900 m). The route continues 
toward Odda and the famous Låtefos-
sen falls, along the Åkrafjord to Vikedal, 
before turning back eastward to the 
industrial town of Sauda on Rv 46 and 
Rv 520 (toll road). Rv 520 is closed in 
the winter (Breiborg - Røldal). 

round trips in and outside ryfylke

The Røldal Road, highway Rv520, is part of the Ryfylke Road. View over lake Røldalsvatnet – Photo: Hanne Sundbø

6. From town to town in Rogaland

 (Around the Boknafjord) Jelsa - Jørpeland - Lauvvik - Sandnes - Stavanger - 
Skudeneshavn - Haugesund - Nedstrand - Jelsa. 2-3 days, 255 km,  
4 ferries. Toll plazas.  

Round the Boknafjord - the major fjord 
system in Rogaland county - by car 
and ferry. From Sand to Jørpeland, the 
”cycle city” Sandnes and Stavanger 
with its petroleum museum, old wooden 
houses and urban atmosphere. The 
idyllic port of Skudeneshavn and historic 
Karmøy island, then the ”herring town” 
of Haugesund, and the old seaside 
communities of Nedstrand and Jelsa 
with their attractive wooden houses. 
How about a scenic detour to Pulpit 
Rock? Walk to the top from Preikestolen 
Mountain Lodge, or take a sightseeing 
boat from the Lysefjord Centre at Oanes 
(daily during the summer, pre-booking 
advised). 
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3 - 6 DAYS: Ryfylke is a natural part of any trip in Fjord Norway. 
Centrally located in the south of Fjord Norway, Ryfylke makes an 
excellent base for long, memorable round trips.  

1. The Setesdal Vesthei – Ryfylkeheiane circuit

(Rogaland, Vest- and Aust Agder). Lauvvik / Forsand - Lysebotn - Brokke - 
Haukeligrend - Røldal - Sand - Forsand. 3-6 days, 405 km, 2-3 ferries.  

The Recreational Guide to Setesdal Vesthei – Ryfylkeheiane describes a number of 
shorter and longer walks in the periphery of the large nature reserves. See page 11 
for suggested walks. A fantastic round 
trip across fjords, over mountains and 
through green valleys. Ferry along the 
Lysefjord and hairpin bends up from 
Lysebotn. On by road to the Øvre Sirdal 
valley. At Suleskar, the route crosses the 
mountains at a height of 1,050 metres 
to Brokke in the Setesdal valley. Follow 
Rv 9 up Setesdal, turn off onto the E134 
at Haukeligrend to Røldal and see the 
stave church. From there, take Rv 520 to 
Sauda and the ferry to Sand, or follow 
Rv 13 all the way south to Forsand. 
Detour in the south: From Brokke drive 
south through the valley of Setesdal, 
and at Evje turn west toward Tonstad in Sirdal. Then head northwards to Suleskard 
and the village of Lysebotn at the head of the Lysefjord. 

2. Western - eastern - southern Norway

3-6 days, 830 km, 2-3 ferries. Toll plazas.  
A lovely round trip from your base 
in Ryfylke. Take the road over Røldal 
via Eidfjord in Hardanger to Oslo. 
Through pleasant southern Norway to 
Kristiansand via Egersund and the North 
Sea Road, up to the commercial centre 
of Sandnes. Then the Rv 13 Ryfylke 
Road invites you to take a memorable 
trip throughout the length of Ryfylke. 
How about a scenic detour to Pulpit 
Rock? You can walk to the top from 
Preikestolen Mountain Lodge, or take 
a sightseeing boat from the Lysefjord 
Centre at Oanes. 

Setesdal Vesthei - Ryfylkeheiane – Photo: Jan Thomassen, Jon Erling Skåtan
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3. Best in the southwest

 4-6 days, 730 km, at least 5 ferries. Toll plazas.  

Try an incredible trip from Forsand, 
by ferry into the Lysefjord, up the 
hairpin bends from Lysebotn and 
further southwards to Egersund. Then 
along the North Sea Road to Stavanger. 
Haugesund and Bergen must also be 
seen. Pass through Hardanger via Odda 
to Røldal where you will recognise the 
beautiful Ryfylke scenery. Then follow 
either the exciting Røldal Road (Rv 520) 
to Sauda or Rv 13 along the beautiful 
Suldalsvatn lake to Sand. Finally: Relax 
in Ryfylke! NB! Car reservations on the 
ferry to Lysefjord must be booked in 
advance. The roads to Lysebotn and over 
the Røldal mountains are closed during 
the winter.  

Tempting places in Rogaland, to stop 
and eat? Check out  
www.opplevmatfylket.no.
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Goat in the mountains near Røldal, Sauda 
Photo: Hanne Sundbø

Jelsa church, Suldal – Photo: Hanne Sundbø
Produce stall with honesty box 
Photo: Hanne Sundbø
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The future Ryfylke National Tourist Route is one of 18 tourist routes 
established throughout Norway. This scenic route, which runs from Oanes by 
the Lysefjord to Hårå in Røldal, shall be fully upgraded to a National Tourist 
Route before the summer season in 2012.

The future Ryfylke National Tourist Route offers travellers a beautiful and lush 
landscape, with fjords, green isles and skerries, colourful heathlands and 
tranquil cultural landscapes, screes and boulder fields, towering mountains 
and sheer cliffs.

Already in the 19th century the wild and pristine landscape of Ryfylke 
attracted its first tourists; today it continues to tempt travellers to great 
outdoor adventures. The highlights and attractions are many. You can fish 
in the rivers and streams and sheltered fjords, savour fruit orchards in full 
flower, go on mountain walks or enjoy more extreme sports. Here are many 
charming villages and small friendly towns that merit a visit. You can also 
explore the area’s fascinating industrial history, for instance visiting the mines 
at Allmannajuvet, where zinc was extracted in the 19th century.

Along Svandalsfossen you can follow the waterfall up close while climbing 
the striking stairs. The ferry landing at Ropeid has a waiting room of bold 
design, and at Allmannajuvet gorge a high quality visitors’ centre is being 
established. A detour from Preikestolen Mountain Lodge is a must! A well-
marked path leads up onto the famed Preikestolen (Pulpit Rock) plateau,  
600 metres above the Lysefjord, where you are rewarded with a stunning view.

For further information about Norway’s National Tourist Routes, please visit 
www.turistveg.no
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A MAGNIFICENT ROUND TRIP BY CAR

PREIKESTOLEN FJELLSTUE
The perfect base for the hike to
Preikestolen. Open year round.
Café, restaurant, lounge with
Fireplace and meeting rooms. 
Traditional local fare.
Tel. 51742074. Mail: 
post@preikestolenfjellstue.no

LYSEFJORD LODGE 
Beautifully situated at the 
head of the Lysefjord. Perfect 
location for mountain walks to 
Kjerag. Open from mid-June 
till the end of August. Rooms 
with 2 beds, shower and wc. Tel. 
94826602. Mail: lysebotn@
preikestolenfjellstue.no

HAUKELISETER MOUNTAIN 
LODGE
Situated in a magnificent alpine 
terrain, 1000 metres above 
sea level, near Highway E134 
between Eastern and Western 
Norway. Staff year round. 134 
beds, self-service rooms as well 
as rooms with shower and wc.
Tel: 35062777. 
Mail: info@haukeliseter.no

During the summer, you can experience a dramatic landscape, and three 
attractive mountain lodges during the same car excursion. Experience the 
very best of fjords and mountain scenery in Western Norway!

The Future National Tourist Route Ryfylke

guide 2010 

- Where your fjord adventure begins
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